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| The Publifher to the Reader.

S this Volumn only contains the Publick Acts of Affembly
of the Province of Maryland, now in Force,
(which are nct expelted to {peak, but where the
General Statutes of England are filent) ’tis prefumed

the Inhabitants of that Province, for whofe Ufe they were ac

firft m~de, and are now Publithed, will be principally con-

- cerned in the Perufal of them; nothing of Curiofity to an
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indifferent Reader being to be Expcéted in a ColleGtion of
this Narure. | | |

To thefe Inhabitants, therefore, T Recommend this Work, by
which they may be acquainted with the particular Laws of

; theit Country, with much more Facility, than when the dnly

Recourfe they could have was to a tew Hl-Written Manu-
{cripts, Lodged in the Hands of particular Officers, and not
more than Twelve or Fourteen of them in the ‘whole Province.

| It was then Difficule to come at the Body of thofe Laws,
. and when the Body was come ar, it was no lels Difficule
- (fer want of an Index and Marginal Notes) to find the
particular Law or Paragraph rcquired; So that without any
Reflection, it may be juftly Remarked, The Laws of the
Province lay fo obfcure, that thdy were [carcely known to thofe
that were Immediately concerned in the Tudging of or Pleading
by them.  And as to the Common People, who were to
direCt their Actions by thofe Laws, they might almoft be faid To
Labour wunder an  Involuntary Ignorance of them; and yet
thar Ignorance could not excufe their Punifhment for an
Offence againft the Law they knew not. A Cafe, ‘indeed,
that wanted Remedy.
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The Neceflity therefore and Ufefulnels of the Work N

do no lefs then juftity the Encouragers of it, as I hope it
will Encourage the Undertaker.
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The Laws themfclves are {uch as have been either care-
Wm::v\ wm«m)&: during the Adminiftration of . his Excellency
i Fobn Hart, ‘Elq; prelent Governour, whilft he alted by an
“inmediate Commiflion from the Crown, or Enafted in that
Time, or fince, during the faid ‘Governour’s Adminiftration
by Commifiion from the Right Honourable, the Lord Pre-
\prictor ; . From whence, ’tis hoped, they are fo well adapted
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